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sense of humour and fun expresses itself differently. In the wall-
newspaper they rag each other, as well as the staff and admin-
istration, unmercifully with pen and pencil. It is sometimes a
highly literary and artistic production in which the foibles and
shortcomings of all are mercilessly exposed.
Another outlet for their humour is provided by what are called
chastoushki. They are topical skits, usually made up on the spur
of the moment, on anyone and anything that is connected with
the university. Two or four lines are sung by one student, while
the refrain is sung by the whole group, usually accompanied by
the clapping of hands and tapping of feet. Often there is a balalaika
or mandolin accompaniment. The soloist changes frequently, so
that anyone can pay off a score in this jolly, friendly way.
Some of the chastoushki I have heard have been excruciatingly
funny and cruelly telling. The camaraderie that exists between
students and staff makes this mutual criticism possible and
acceptable. " Comrade " is not a meaningless term in the univer-
sity. It is the form of address used by everybody to everybody,
regardless of their position. The Communist enthusiasm which
particularly pervades the universities, the staff as well as the
students; the fact that the authorities and the students are
working to realise the same goal; the absence of childish restric-
tions on the freedom of the students—all combine to prevent
that unconscious, if not conscious, hostility that is generally
found between one generation and another, and help to solve the
problem of discipline.
The possibilities which early marriage offers to the Soviet
student for the satisfaction of his sex instincts, the totally
different outlook of Communists on the question of sex, have
caused sex immorality to disappear entirely from student life.
Indeed, an almost puritanical reaction has set in against the
laxity and excesses of the early days of the Revolution. The
opinion now is '* that it is bourgeois to marry, cease to love your
partner after a short time, and go off with someone else." And
marriage means children. The serious student regards abortion
«s gravely anti-social. No student feds that life has no need <rf

